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A new understanding of formation process of the Yamato government based on the
clarification of inter-regional relations in the Kinai region
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This research examines the changes in regional relations within the Kinai
region during the formative period of the Yamato government, between the 2nd and the middle of the
3rd century (Late Yayoi, Final Yayoi, Early Kofun). In contrast to the rapid increase in
triangular-rimmed deity-beast mirrors, the active construction of circular-style mounded tombs, and
the spread of Furu-type pottery in both Yamato and Settsu regions, in the Kawachi region the
scarcity of triangular-rimmed mirrors, the strong tradition of square-style burial mounds, and the
adherence to Shonai-type pottery are seen. For this reason, we presented a new understanding that
regional relations changed from alliance between Yamato and Kawachi in the late Yayoi period to
alliance between Yamato and Settsu after the final Yayoi period. Furthermore, we presumed that this
situation led to a power struggle within the Yamato government in the Kofun period.
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