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Satellite remote sensing data was used to investigate inscriptions

(unofficial inscriptions, graffiti) and rock paintings(petroglyphs) distributed in the mountainous
areas along the Red Sea coast of Saudi Arabia. As a result, 21 ancient North Arabic inscriptions, 41
early Islamic Arabic inscriptions, and a large number of petroglyphs were discovered at potential
inscription sites identified by multispectral satellite data and paleoenvironmental understanding.
The discovered inscriptions were conspicuous in places where specific rocks were distributed and
where water or traces of water existed. This is considered to be the first successful example that
previously unknown inscriptions and rock paintings were discovered by image analysis of satellite
data in Saudi Arabia.
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