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The provenance and manufacturing processes of Mesopotamian clay tablets

Watanabe, Chikako
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PXRF

This study aimed to gain data to help understand the provenience and the
manufacturing process of clay tablets in ancient Mesopotamia. Since the process of making tablets,
such as the origin of the source material, is not much known, we compared the sediments of the
canal, which ran through the ancient site Girsu, with the clay used for tablets. Non-destructive
on-site chemical analysis of tablets by pXRF raised questions on data accuracy influenced by surface

condition, porosity, moisture content, etc., which should be verified by applying different
techniques. Diatoms and sponges were examined in the canal sediments of Girsu using an optical
microscope and SEM. Diatoms discovered were those living in freshwater, while the identification of
the species of sponges needs further investigation.
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Ariel M. Bagg 2000: Irrigation in Northern Mesopotamia. Water for the Assyrian capitals (12th-7th
centuries BC), Irrigation and Drainage Systems 14, 2000, 301-324.
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