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First, it was clarified that public spaces such as rivers and forests are "

treated differently” in terms of legal theory, but that understanding them as "public property" in a
unified manner and applying common legal principles will contribute to solving the contemporary
problems of these spaces. Regarding the utilization of "knowledge,” it was clarified that the uneven
distribution of "knowledge" in the field is an institutional issue in the "forest rights reform,”
in which ownership and use rights of forest land are systematically separated, and that there is a
historical development stage of "knowledge" concerning forest management. In addition, the study of
forestry officials in charge of forest administration in the Takashima clan, Suwa County, Shinano
Province, and the historical research on the collection of grass manure by common people, have
revealed the actual image and roles of forest and grassland management responsible bodies.
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