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This project explores the functioning of accountability in authoritarian
regimes that promote democratization. Further, it develops an analytical framework for understanding
accountability reforms by investigating the introduction and operation of democratic institutions

before and after the Arab Spring, mainly focusing on the Middle East.

Our findings show that accountability operates under limited conditions in authoritarian regimes,
where competitive elections, political parties, judicial autonomy, and democratic institutions like
parliaments are only nominal. Instead, factors such as internal competition among partisan groups,
the economic influence of the military, the role of civil organizations affiliated with
international bodies, and adherence to common policies in regional integrated institutions play
significant roles.
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