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Pro-poor growth

We stud¥ the structure of market transactions and what market structure
enables pro-poor growth in developing countries where market functions are considered
underdeveloped. A study of the rice trading market in Madagascar revealed the importance of
intermediaries in the search behavior of buyers. Existing literature focused on middlemen and
collectors who purchase produce from farmers, but this study revealed the importance of brokers who
specialize in information gathering and assist in search behavior, and the importance of economic
analysis treating them as platforms with limited capacities. We also conducted an analysis using
over 20 years of household survey data from Vietnam to evaluate the degree of pro-poor growth and
conducted decomposition analysis, finding the importance of labor market participation and
structural change.
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