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This study investigates the comEIexity of the institutional framework and
actual conditions of international mobility of care work and 1ts impact on human resource
development, mainly focusing on the Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA), Technical Intern Training
Program (TITP) and Specified Skilled Worker (SSW). While the TITP serves as a core channel, the
introduction of SSW has resulted in the diversification of mobility channels. Positioned as an
intermediary skill level, SSW allows for a change in residence status within Japan under specific
requirements. As a result, there has been a notable rise of TITP and students transitioning their
status to SSW, with brokers playing a pivotal role in facilitating this "horizontal™ mobility. The
horizontal™ mobility alongside the traditional "vertical™ mobility from the origin countries to
Japan has led to a more intricate process of mobility with serious concerns over lowering quality of
care and labor disputes.
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