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A sociological international comparative research on environmental risk
perception, frame making, and environmental justice

Terada, Ryoichi
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Since the nature of environmental issues has shifted from tangible health
damages such as industrial pollution diseases to less visible potential environmental and health
risks, it is becoming more and more difficult for wide range of citizens to share recognition of
environmental problems that need regulatory policies. One of the recent framings that can promote to

"construct" the issue as a "social problem" should be "environmental justice". Environmental
jJustice frames attempt to problematize the issues as disproportionate distribution of environmental
risks that should be rectified. Construction of effective environmental justice framings depends
upon the historical and cultural background of each society such as racism and regional inequality.
This research examined the manner in which environmental issues such as waste, climate change, and
nuclear have been translated into social justice norms through international opinion surveys in
Japan, the United States, and Australia.
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