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Based on the theoretical research of the principal investigator, who
proposed a model of "three consumer cultures,” the latest trends in Japanese consumer society, which
cannot be captured by conventional theoretical models, were clarified through a social survey.
Inheriting the results of a previous survey conducted by the principal investigator®s group, the
survey covered the Nagoya metropolitan area as well as the Tokyo metropolitan area. The survey
focused on the three areas of "social consumption,” "sophistication and diversification of
consumption,” and "information technology and consumption,”™ to gain latest findings, while
continuing to reconfirm and update the notion of "structure of consumerism and consumer culture.” We
were able to clarify the consumption trends of the 21st century and their determinants, centering
on the "third consumer culture" conceptualized by the principal investigator.
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