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Domestic and Care Workers in Japan in the Age of International Gendered Division
of Reproductive Labor: A Genealogy of Solidarity

Sadamatsu, Aya

11,960,000

123

Domestic and care workers are divided by category and status, and domestic

servants are exempt from the Labor Standards Law, making it difficult to comprehensively identify
them in official data. Migrant domestic/care workers have also been separately identified according
to their status of residence and country of origin. Currently, care and domestic workers are
accepted with activity-based residency status, but there are many problems in the migration system,
such as exploitation by intermediaries and different wages for the same work.

According to interviews in Japan and abroad and an online multilingual questionnaire survey (123
valid responses), many migrant women work and nearly 40% of them have status-based residency status.
This confirms that migrant women are important actors in social reproduction in Japan.
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