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The case studies in this study revealed the following: 1) School reform is
being positioned as part of community restructuring (U.S.), 2) The marketization of education is
restructuring the relationship between schools and communities (U.K.), 3) The increasing importance
of private schools in providing educational opportunities in underpopulated areas (Germany), 4)
Schools are becoming hubs for solving local problems in areas where minorities are concentrated (New

Zealand), 5) Changes in the spatial extent of local communities due to school consolidation have
led to a new range of community development practices (Joetsu, Japan). Based on these results, we
conclude that the key to linking school policy development to community sustainability is the
creation of conditions for resident autonomy that will enable the generation and sharing of a vision

for the future of the community.
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