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Comparative Social History on the Qualitative Changes of the View of Childhood
in the age of globalization and the guarantee of the Rights of the Child

Policies

Sato, Tetsuya
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This study examines the historical development of children®s rights policies
in Japan, the UK, Germany, France, and the former Soviet Union. We consider the changes in the view
of children in global society from the perspective of protecting children®s rights. In modern

industrialized societies, children were valued the source of labor, assets, and an object of
affection. However, in highly information-oriented societies where population decline is
unstoppable, the ethos of viewing children as a liability has become widespread, accelerating the
decline in the birthrate. On the other hand, it has been revealed that, along with the rise in human
rights awareness calling for diversity and well-being, new welfare policies have been formulated to
protect children®s right to speak and ﬁarticipate in society, and educational practices are
beginning to advocate of children®s rights.
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