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The purpose of this research is to create and publish a free-word searchable
image database of the contents of various illustrations that appeared as models for copying and
reference drawings in art and handicraft textbooks for primary and secondary education during the
Meiji period, and to question the overall picture of these illustrations.

The foundation and direction of the system were established by introducing I11F to the sample
version that had been available to the public since 2018, and as a result of the research, the
Modern Japanese Art and Handicraft Textbook Database" with a total of 142 titles and approximately
10,000 image data was fully operational at the end of 2021. The database has also enabled us to
confirm cases in which the illustrations in the textbooks were linked to the names and knowledge of
the objects depicted, traditional culture, and new findings in each subject area.
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