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How Do Junior High School Students View Textbooks?: Develop textbooks that
easily convey what you want to teach
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How learners view textbooks has not been sufficiently examined. In this
study, we conducted an experiment to measure eye movements by having university students, both
subject matter experts and non-specialists, read and comprehend textbook stimuli for junior high
school social studies and science. The first objective of this study, the gap between the learners”
and experts" views of the textbooks, was found especially in the social studies textbooks. Expert
readers read using their own pre-existing knowledge. Considering previous studies, however, it is
likely that learners with low expertise read mainly from the text and do not compare and contrast
appropriately. As for the second objective of this study, the comparison between subjects, it was
suggested that the gap may be expressed differently between social studies and science.
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