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One of the effects of globalization on higher education in Japan is the need
to deliver lectures in English. This research project compared lectures in science and engineering
delivered at Japanese and American universities by building corpora of Japanese and English lectures
and developing software to analyze the lecture structures. The results revealed differences in the
abstractness of terminology used as well as the context of the lectures. Thus, Japanese and American
universities appear to display differences in educational culture with respect to how knowledge is

transmitted and constructed in higher education.

The closer examination of lectures in science and engineering given at Japanese and American
universities suggested that merely changing the language of delivery would not necessarily lead to
the delivery of effective lectures in English.
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