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To clarify why some introduced ash species planted in Hokkaido, including on
the campus of Hokkaido University, grow well without suffering serious diseases such as Ash
dieback, monitoring of the behavior of Hymenoscyphus fraxineus in the leaves of ash trees,
comparison of resistance by inoculation experiments using seedlings, detection and isolation of
phyllosphere fungi from the leaves of the ash trees, and screening of phyllosphere fungi against H.
fraxineus were conducted. As a result, European ash (F. excelsior) trees planted on the campus of
Hokkaido University were infected with H. fraxineus similar to other ash species, but they showed
the ability to inhibit growth of H. fraxineus in the infected cells and tissues. Some phyllosphere
fungi, Diaporthe pseudomangiferae and Aureobasidium pullulans were antagonistic to H. fraxineus,
indicating they may contribute to the inhibition of H. fraxineus in European ash.
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