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Empirical research on farm structure under agricultural policy change: focusing
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The purpose of this study is to clarify structural changes in Japanese
agriculture, including regional differences, by statistical analysis and field survey. It is another
important issue to clarify the changes of group farming systems based on rural community that have

been established throughout Japan as a result of the structural policy.

An analysis of the 2020 Agriculture and Forestry Census revealed that Japanese agriculture has been
shrinking and is on the verge of collapse, and that regional differences in structural change are
widening. The field survey revealed the following facts. In flat paddy fields, large-scale
operations are expanding their scale further by renting farmland. On the other hand, group farming
systems in hilly and mountainous areas were facing difficulties as they were unable to secure
successors. Collaboration among community farms and mergers of them has occurred, which local
agricultural policy supported this phenomenon.
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