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This study aimed to investigate forest changes and land use drivers, as well
as the interactions between local communities and forests, to assess the sustainability of
biodiversity and ecosystem services at local to regional scales in tropical areas. In the study
area, including rural regions of Sarawak, Malaysia, we found significant forest loss over the past
40 years, not only in plantations and forest management areas but also in villages. Additionally,
biodiversity and ecosystem services (above-ground biomass) varied depending on land use. The forest
loss was related to the cultivation of global commodity crops such as oil palm, suggesting that

interactions among drivers from local to regional levels are the driving force behind forest loss in
this region.
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