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This study examined Chinese activities in the fields of infrastructure
development, trade, and finance in Cambodia and Laos, both of which are often characterized as "
pro-China,”™ and Vietnam, which is frequently seen as "anti-China" since China announced the "Belt
and Road Initiative” in the fall of 2013. Our field surveys and empirical analyses of Cambodia
uncovered a diverse set of perceptions, challenging the simplistic notion of Cambodia as
pro-China." We found that Cambodians® perception of China is complex and influenced by factors such
as their place of residence, age, gender, ethnic group, and income.
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