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The difficulty in accepting the concept of person, for which no counterpart
can be found in Chinese or Japanese, Is that it has a theological dimension and differs from the
concept of * human being’ in its intention and extension. There are two routes for its translation.

The Chinese translations of Western books in China and the Dutch and English studies in Japan. The
two merged in Japan at the end of the Edo period and during the Meiji era and eventually became
established as the translation of the word * Jinkaku’ . This study systematically compares and
categorises the translations of the term person in English-Chinese dictionaries in the second phase
of Chinese translations of Western Books and that in “ International Law” in the third phase of
Chinese translations, and finds traces of the term in modern legal terminology. The results also
showed that here is still a long way to go before the term * Jinkaku’ as a translation with
theological dimensions is established.
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1815-23 : Morrison, Robert, Dictionary of the Chinese Language,
in Three Parts.
1844 : Williams, Samuel Wells, An English and Chinese
Vocabulary, in the Court Dialect.
1847-48 : Medhurst, Walter Henry, A Chinese and English
Dictionary : containing all the words in the Chinese imperial dictionary, arranged according
to the radicals, vol. 1-2.
1866-69 : Lobscheid, William/Wilhelm, English and Chinese
dictionary : with the Punti and Mandarin pronunciation, vol. 1-4.
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