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The purpose of this stud¥ is to analyze and evaluate the moral merits of
the use of drone weapons in asymmetric warfare in light of necessity. The results of this study are
as follows: 1) it is argued that the consideration of "necessity," which stems essentially from the
lesser-evil considerations, is a common moral basis for both just war theorists and realists; 2) it
is found that even after paying attention to the structural aspects of asymmetric warfare, we do not
find any plausible reason to make a fundamental change to the principle of distinction from the
idea of necessity; 3) it is argued that radical asymmetry between belligerents alters the necessity
of the act of belligerence itself, because capture, surrender, and other forms of neutralization

allow the attacker more room to achieve their initial goal while avoiding unnecessary Killing and
injury.
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