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Bhakti and Jain Medieval Literature: the Formation of Old Gujarati Literature
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Jain literature, which developed in western North India between the 3rd
and 11th centuries and produced many works, underwent significant changes in content, form, and
language around the 12th century. However, the reasons for these changes are still unclear.

In this research, one of the factors is assumed to be the interrelationship between the
hagiographies, which is the central genre of Jain literature, and the Bhakti movement that spread to
western North India from around the 12th century. We then proceeded to analyze the actual literary

works.

The results of the study revealed the influence of the social conditions of the time, including
the Bhakti movement, on the literature of sacred places, the rituals of veneration, and the
qualitative changes in the Jain cult, as well as the importance of the Neminatha, which is closely
related to Krishna.
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