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This study has begun with the analysis of the “ Acts of Paul and Thecla.” In

it, Thecla baptized herself, swearing only to God without a mediator, so that I speculate it was
the moment of the birth of an individual woman in Late Antiquity. Then,l investgated the
inscriptions of the female benefactors, including Thecla and her mother,in the provincial Roman
cities, In the final year,l moved on to the analysis of the stories written by Empress Eudocia,who
was the greatest successor of these female benefactors and the author of a story of Justa, a
daughter idealized Thecla. The presentations about Thecla and the female benefactors of Rome were
read at some international and domestic conferences, and the papers about them were published after
the presentations. Researches on Eudocia are also currently underway after the presentation.
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a) Hiroaki Adachi,' 1 Baptize Myself in the Name of Jesus Christ’ : The Female Apostle
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a) Hiroaki Adachi, “ 1 Baptize Myself in the Name of Jesus Christ: Female Apostle

Thecla and her Self-Decision in front of Jesus,” XVIII. International Conference on
Patristic Studies, Oxford, 19 August - 24 August 2019.
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