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A Comparative Study of Japanese Buddhism and East Asian Buddhism; with focus on
both Politics and State Power

Matsuo, Koichi
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i This project is a joint research project with researchers specializing
in cultural anthropology, folklore, and history to examine the relationship between the state and
religion by comparing the Theravada Buddhist sphere, mainly in Southeast Asia, with Japan, a

Mahayana Buddhist sphere.

The research pursued the social, cultural, and political significance of the transmission of
Buddhism in Southeast Asia and Japan in the modern era by examining the historical evolution of
Buddhism in Southeast Asia and Japan, using archival documents and research on the current
situation. We held about three study groups each year and invited guest speakers from the fields of
Japanese history, folklore, and cultural anthropology to deepen discussions.

In Japan, we conducted research in Kitakyushu and the Kyoto Nara region, where Buddhism was

introduced to Japan, and overseas in Thailand and Malaysia, with significant results.
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