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This project showed how idealist philosophy from 1650-1850 anticipated 20th- and 21st-century
physics, as both saw matter arising from energy. It also examined historical theories of what life
is and how it arises. Socially significant, it highlights the value of ecology and circulation of
energy.

The Principal Investigator wrote an introduction and two chapters for a
book, Matter and Life in Coleridge, Schelling, and Other Dynamical ldealists. Other members produced
one chapter each. This book will be published by Springer Nature. The book studies theories of the
heart, metaphysics of powers, race, evolution of species, the definition of life, etc. The Pl has
also published an article in Japanese on Coleridge and the theory of matter. He also published an
article relating Coleridge®s theory of life to the theory of matter. He also started a cross-faculty

research group called Living ldeas at Shimane University. The Pl gave a paper to the group on his *
Schema of Value Realization®. The Living ldeas cross-faculty research group has hosted and has
forthcoming talks on architecture, literature, fossil science, medicine, justice, mathematics,
encyclopedia creating, bioscience, and many topics related to this Kakenhi project on Living ldeas:
Dynamic Philosophies of Life and Matter.
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(Initial Background of the Study)

During the two-hundred-year period from 1650-1850, natural science and philosophy became
increasingly empiricist, to which current the Cambridge Platonists, contemporary with John Locke,
were aready adapting; accepting some doctrines and opposing others. By the late stage of this period,
Friedrich Schelling and the Natur philosophen were combining rational and transcendental philosophy
and ‘romantic science’ with empirical methodology, and Samuel Taylor Coleridge was synthesizing
those ideas with physician and Kant scholar Thomas Beddoes’ similar German importations and
Richard Saumarez’ new Hunterian theories on physiology and the ‘life principle’; closely following
the chemical experiments of Humphry Davy; and theorizing about recent devel opments such asanimal
magnetism, while trying to fuse all of thiswithin arational-physical evolutionary schemathat he, like
Schelling, derived from the writings of the theosopher Jakob Bohme (1575-1624).

Since the early 2000s, research on Schelling’s idealist philosophy has taken off significantly, outpacing
even research on Hegel’s thinking. Similarly, in that period, more research has been made on
distinguishing Coleridge’s thought from the influences he derived from Kant, Schelling, and other
German idealists. This project united the research on Coleridge and Schelling, brought in other
relevant thinkers, and applied this research to understanding the idealist theories of the time of how
matter and life are derived from energies and powers.

(Purpose of the study)
The project aim was to shed new light on the idealist theory of life and itsroots in the theory of matter.
This purpose included elucidating European life and matter theories (1650-1850) and assessing their
assessing past and present philosophical value.
Thisissignificant as a new, enlightening approach towards the meaning of ‘life’ in relation to ‘matter’,
especially important as artificial intelligence and material technologies have aready taken over many
roles of the human body and mind.

This focus on life and matter constitutes an innovative approach to modern philosophical idealism.
Thefocuswill be historical in particular, examining evolving theories of life asthey developedin, and
arguably gave rise to, the main idealist schools of philosophy in Britain and Germany in the 18" and
19% centuries, and evolved aso through thinkers in France and the Dutch Republic. Three principal
objectives stem from the central aim, each concerning adistinct period in the devel oping theory of life.
A further aim of the study wasto devel op the view that because 18™ and 19™-century theories of matter
saw matter as emergent from energy, which they conceived as more fundamental, they were closer
than materialist theories to the 20™- and 21%-century view of physics and cosmology which sees that
matter and energy are equivalent and that energy pre-existed matter in the very early stages of the
universe.

(Methods of the research)

The research group collaborated by examining texts from the Cambridge Platonists in Britain; their
influence on German thinkers such as Herder, Kant, and Schelling; and the return of these evolving
ideas to Britain around 1800, to Coleridge and Thomas Beddoes, among others, and to Germany,
especially to Schelling, the philosophers of nature, and Hegel, over the next 40 years, where they were
developed into influential absolute idealist theories of energy, powers, and the evolution of matter and
life from these energies. The interrelations of these several complex strands were coordinated through
online discussions, sharing of research in progress, and an online conference organized by the PI. The
researchers’ individual methodologies were largely those of historical research and comparative
studies of texts and their sources and influences. Many of the researchers also used philosophical
analysis (definition and distinctions) to separate similar-seeming concepts and theories for more
careful understanding



(Research Results)

The Pl and 24 Research Collaborators have published many peer reviewed works on relevant topics
within this era. It is now very timely for this group to comm ence the PI’s new project on life and
matter. The Principal Investigator wrote an introduction and two chapters for a book, Matter and Life
in Coleridge, Schelling, and Other Dynamical Idealists. Other members produced one chapter each.
This book will be published by Springer Nature. The book studies theories of the heart, metaphysics
of powers, race, evolution of species, the definition of life, etc. The Pl has also published an article in
Japanese on Coleridge and the theory of matter. He also published an article relating Coleridge's theory
of life to the theory of matter. He also started a cross-faculty research group called Living Ideas at
Shimane University. The Pl gave a paper to the group on his'Schemaof Value Realization'. The Living
Ideas cross-faculty research group has hosted and has forthcoming talks on architecture, literature,
fossil science, medicine, justice, mathematics, encyclopedia creating, bioscience, and many topics
related to this Kakenhi project on Living Ideas: Dynamic Philosophies of Life and Matter.

The publications are:

Peer-reviewed book: Peter Cheyne, ed., Matter and Lifein Coleridge, Schelling, and Other Dynamical
Idealists, Springer Nature, forthcoming, expected 2025, circa pp. 400.

Peer-reviewed book chapter: Peter Cheyne, ‘S. T. Coleridge’s Post-Kantian ‘Ideal Realism’ and the
Substance of Nature’ in Barry Murnane and Steven Lydon, eds, Romantic Realisms. Speculative
Materialism and German Studies, Liverpool University Press, 2024. Circa pp. 40.

Invited journa article: Peter CHEYNE ,
The Amended Version
“Coleridge’s Cosmic Sense of Ideas” 2023 16 p. 307-316.

Peer-reviewed journal article: Peter Cheyne, °S. T. Coleridge, Becoming Prayer: A 250th Anniversary
Celebration and Reflection’, Scottish Episcopal Institute Journal, 2023, 27-43.

Peer-reviewed journal article: Peter Cheyne, ‘Coleridge's Cosmic Sense of Ideas’, The Coleridge
Bulletin, 2022, 31-37.
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British Association of Romantic Studies/JSPS online conference

2021 2022




Daniel Whistler

Living and Dead Forms: The Factuality of Meaning in Schelling and Other Naturalists
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Living ldeas: Philosophies of Life and Matter
https://1ivingideasproject.wordpress.com/

Coleridge the Philosopher
https://aeon.co/essays/the-spectacular-originality-of-coleridges-theory-of-ideas
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https://1iving-ideas.org/

Lecture on Coleridge and Noesis
https://peterrobertcheyne.wordpress.com/2020/05/07/1ecture-on-coleridge-and-noesis/
Project Overview
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Project Members
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Tokyo September 2020 (Conference)
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