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We examined Confucian scholars in the second half of the 18th century from
multiple perspectives, using Lai Shunsui (1746-1816) as an example. The results are as follows.
Confucianists of the period were, of course, oriented toward the practice of Confucian ideals, but
they were also defined by the reality of their family structure and the customs of the samurai.
Conversely, the reality sometimes helped them to put their ideals into practice. In addition to
ideological exchanges, their human relationships were strongly connected by geographical, blood, and
social status, so that conflicts between schools of thought, although they sometimes surfaced, were
less noticeable than before. We have used the database (JBDB https://app.jbdb.jp/#/), which is
useful in understanding these human ties.
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