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Dynamics of the spread and growth of taiko music
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Since the end of 2019, the spread of the COVID-19 pandemic has put a halt to
my fieldwork, so I redirected my research into the following three areas:
1)Focusing on only the taiko groups with whom | already have a relationship, | pulled together the
materials previously collected, confirming some of the contents via e-mail, telephone calls, and
letters, and summarized them in my discussions. 2)I digitalized audio-visual recordings | had
collected and shared them with the performers as appropriate. 3)Taking advantage of the internet and
social networking services, | researched and recorded taiko group activities during the pandemic.
In particular, the 2020 World Taiko Conference held in Tokyo - the first event to gather taiko
groups from around the world - coupled with the crisis, provided an important opportunity for
performers to consider the significance of playing taiko.
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