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Ryutaro Hirota"s creation of children®s song and its context of cultural history

OCHI, Hiroko
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This study examines Ryutaro Hirota, who has not been studied extensivel
despite recognition of his name. Specifically, this study (1) creates basic data such as a catalog
of works and biographical facts,(2) analyzes the music style of children’ s songs in the Taisho
period, and (3)examines how the above relates to the philosophy of “ good music for a good family,”

which defined the consciousness of the Japanese middle class from the Taisho to the postwar period.

Hirota’ s activities are broadly divided into four periods. In the first period, he was involved in
the New Japanese Music movement while working at the Hogaku Chosa-gakari. In the second, he began
to compose children” s songs and ﬁarticipated in the Taisho New Education movement. In the third,
his educational activities through radio broadcasts and other means increased. The fourth period
began after the war. During his most substantial productive period , Hirota took up Buddhist music
again after he returned from Berlin.
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