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Fashion has been positioned lower in the traditional hierarchy of the arts.

However, in the art culture of the late 20th century, Fashion gained recognition and cultural
significance as a work of art. In this study, | attempted to clarify the ideological background of
this trend in Japan. In particular, through geographer Kaoru Tanaka®s collection of clothing and his
conception of a folk clothing museum, and philosopher Seiichi Washida®s phenomenological theory of
the body and criticism of his works, I have examined the development of fashion design during the
period of rapid economic growth, the rise of fashion designers” status during the bubble economy,
the collection of clothing and fashion exhibitions in museums and the process of valorization of
fashion in contemporary society.
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