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Japanese Military Bugles in the Early Meiji Period: British and French
Influences, and their Operation during the Seinan War of 1877
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(1) Based on several bugle notations used by the army in the early Meiji
period, | verified what kind of music was being blown by the army. gy comparing them with bugle
notations in France of the same period. | was able to presume that tunes (signals, marches) that do
not exist in French bugle notations may have been created in Japan. (2) The Asian Historical
Resource Center DB and other sources revealed that domestically produced bugles were manufactured at
army arsenals from the early Meiji era, and that private companies also manufactured bugles (brass
instruments) from the latter half of the 1880s. (3) From the same DB documents on the Seinan War, we
clarified the actual situation of specific operations in the War, using the usage of the "Bugle

Code".
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