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Buddhist Iconography and Programs in the Dunhuang Caves of the Tang and Song
Dynasties
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i This study examines the statues and the murals in_the Tang and Song Buddhist
caves in the Dunhuang area, focusing on the iconographic programs of entire caves, as well as

analysis of individual iconographic elements. In addition to presenting new interpretations of the
iconography of the Thousand-Armed Avalokitesvara, the Bhaisajyaguru Sutra Scene, and the Vimalakirti
Sutra Scene, the study of the main image in the frontal niche, the murals inside the niche, and the
murals on the surrounding walls in the caves led to the assumption of the relationship between the
iconographic in the cave and religious practices such as the puja and the receiving the Buddhist
precepts.
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