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Cregtion of the drawings of the Bamiyan mural paintings and its Art-historical
study

Miyaji, Akira
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Using photographic data taken before the destruction, we created a 1/10th
scale photographic development of the wall paintings on the niches of the East and West Great
Buddhas in Bamiyan which were destroyed, and based on this, completed precise drawings (ink on
Japanese paper); 1 width for the East Great Buddha and 5 widths for the West Great Buddha. These
drawings clarified the entirety and details of the mural paintings in the niches of Great Buddhas,
paving the way to further thematic and iconographic studies of the murals, which had remained
obscure. Through comparative research of documents and examples, we clarified the ceiling mural of
the East Great Buddha represents the lranian sun god Mithra as the principal, while the ceiling and
side murals of the West Great Buddha represent the Tushita Heaven of Maitreya and one thousand
Buddhas of this Wise Aeon (bhadra kalpa). These results have been published in articles and an
exhibition catalogue listed below.
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Shumpei 1WAI

Japanese Mission to Bamiyan after 2023

The Symposium Politics and Archaeological Missions in Afghanistan: Japanese and International and Research on Afghanistan
and Iranian Plateau / The Japan Society for Promotion of Science
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Bamiyan Buddhist Caves and Squinches -Contributions from the Japanese Research Team in Afghanistan-

The Symposium “ Afghanistan, Architectural Heritage, Global Politics”
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Wannaporn Rienjang and Peter Stewart(ed.), Warwick Ball, Martina Stoye, Peter Stewart, Tadashi 2020

Tanabe, M.E.J.J. van Aerde, A.D.L. Mohns, and A.G. Khan, Shumpei lwai, Ken Ishikawa, Joy Yi

Lidu, Juping yang, lan haynes, lwan Peverett, Wannaporn Rienjang with contributions by Luca M.

Olivieri

Archaeopress Publishing 264

The Global Connections of Gandharan Art
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