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Basic research on metal banners: their uses and features as tools in Esoteric
Buddhiism
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Principal investigator conducted research on a group of metal banners of
this type, particularly one called "Gyokuban,"™ focusing on the fact that many of them are found
among the implements used in the empowerment ceremonies of Shingon Esoteric Buddhism. As a result,
Principal investigator found several previously unpublished examples. It was also noteworthy that
the empowerment ceremonies implements, including these, were passed down to temples that are thought

to have played a central role in Shingon Esoteric Buddhism in a certain region, and their
transmission can be seen as physical evidence of the status of Shingon temples in the region. On the
other hand, among the works called Gyokuban or that formally meet the definition, there are some
that are not related to Shingon empowerment ceremonies, and it was assumed that their use was the
original function of a banner, that is, to solemnly decorate.
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