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In this study, a questionnaire on the preferences for Nanbu tekkis
concerning 46 design proposals in Iwate Prefecture, Japan, was administered along three
countries/regions in Asia: China (mainland), Taiwan, and Thailand. 424 people participated in the
questionnaire. Each participant selected the five most preferred options from the 46 design options.

The 46 design options in the questionnaire were randomly distributed, and the participants were
seeing the designs for the first time. The top five options with the highest number of choices per
region were analyzed and compared using the chi-square test. The analysis shows that there is
consistency in the reasons for choosing Nanbu tekki designs across these three countries/regions. To

inform product design positioning, these findin?s will help designers and manufacturers understand
the needs of users in different regions and facilitate the development of products that target the
majority of user preferences.
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