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The objective of this research project is to elucidate the nature of
improvisational prelude performances in the 19th century, which cannot be fully understood through
existing literature alone, by utilizing recorded materials from concerts and other settings. The
study involved collecting and analyzing audio sources containing improvisational preludes, and
examining how they relate to descriptions in 19th-century instructional texts. Furthermore, the
research explored similarities between the introductory sections of musical compositions (such as

preludes) and examples of improvised prelude performances (audio recordings).

As a result, a total of 63 instances of ﬁrelude erformances were identified. Particularly abundant
were examples from Josef Hofmann and Wilhelm Backhaus, which were central to the analysis.
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