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We considered citizens not as recipients of scientific results but as
supporters of science, and examined several aspects of the actual situation: the characteristic case
of the Nagoya University Astronomy Association, in which citizens® groups have supported scientific
research financially and non-financially; the actual situation of support for scientific research
through crowdfunding; and the activities of amateur scientists, who play a direct role in scientific
research. Some findings were made, such as that the collaboration and division between citizens and
professional researchers varies from discipline to discipline.
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