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What was originality and what was replication in Vesalian anatomy; re-evaluation
after interpretation of Galen"s anatomy

Sakai, Tatsuo
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From the comparison between Galen and Vesalius, some important findings were
obtained. 1) Vesalius illustrated the variation of the cranial shape and pattern of sutures in
Fabrica” book 1, following the erroneous description in “ De ossibus ad tirones” by Galen. 2) In
the illustration on the cranial nerves in “ Fabrica” book 4, the nerves corresponding to the
trigeminal nerve were erroneous and confused, following the description of 7 pairs of cranial nerves
in “ De nervorum dissectione” by Galen. 3) Vesalius, depicting all the muscles in the human body
with 14 illustrations in “ Fabrica” book 2, described the muscles in functional groups to move the
individual joints following Galen’ s manner in “ De dissection musculorum” and called the muscles

with numbers and not with proper names.
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