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Sociological Conceptual Analysis on the Relationship between Genetics, Genomics,
and "Folk Metaphysics."
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This study has attempted to identify aspects of the "folk metaphysics" (the
public®s understanding of the basic structure of the world and the concept of basic entities)
through an analysis of discourses associated with genetics and genomics, especially those related to

the ontological paradox known as the "non-identity problem.”™ As a result, we found that while the "
non-identity problem" is essential in discussions by specialists in intergenerational and
reproductive ethics, popular discourse often speaks of births and procreations in an indifferent
way. Some of these differences stem from differences in understandings of the trans-temporal
identity of the being involved in the personal identity.
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