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This study aimed to comprehensively examine the relationship between modern
Japanese literature and frontispieces and illustrations by researching various writers/painters and
newspapers/magazines from the Meiji era to the early Showa era. The production style by the Meiji
writers, in which the painters made illustrations for literary works by following instructions of
the novel writers, was lost during the Taisho and early Showa era due to changes in the
consciousness of the painters and journals/newspapers. The painters began to draw the illustrations
with their own interpretation of the literary works, and even made organizations of illustration
painters.
In addition, more than 400 letters of Sohachi Kimura addressed to Tsuruzo Ishii have been
investigated and prepared to reprint in the next fiscal year and beyond.
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