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The evening newspaper Kokusai Shinbun (1945-1959), launched in Osaka in
October 1945, is noteworthy for how it crossed the borderlines drawn under the East Asian Cold War
structure to cover the news as a Zainichi Chinese media outlet aligned ideologically with the
People’ s Republic of China. It provided readers with perspectives differing from those seen in
mainstream Japanese newspapers during and after the occupation period. Kokusai Shinbun was also
active in covering news related to the progressive culture movements in Osaka, and gave not only
Zainichi Chinese people but also Zainichi Koreans opportunities to express their ideas to Japanese
society as a whole. For example, Kim Sijong, a poet who later became a major figure in Zainichi
Korean literature, contributed his poems and essays to this media outlet in the 1950s. In this
sense, Kokusai Shinbun can be said to be one of the forgotten origins of postwar Zainichi Korean
literature.
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