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This study examines the distribution of Japanese-language books from the
Meiji period to the after-World War Il era, chasing the activities of retail bookstores in the
Japanese oversea territories and the footsteps of the distribution-agency bookstores that linked the

inner and outer territories of the Japanese empire.

The research was conducted on a regional basis, with analysis and papers on Taiwan, Sakhalin, and
Manchuria in FY2019, on the repatriation of foreign bookstores and North and South America in
FY2020, on Uchiyama bookstore in Shanghai, on closure of bookstores in the interior and exterior
territories, and on the South Seas Mandate in FY2021, and on the repatriation of foreign bookstores
and on the postwar foundations of bookstores in post-war Japan in FY2022.
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