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This research aims to verify - using the methods of statistical analysis -
a number of pre-existing theories originally formulated on the basis of traditional philological
expertise. It aims moreover to propose several new hypotheses based on the findings of this same
investigation. Accordingly, this study has the following three primary objectives: (1) the
incorporation of novel kana-character variant-containing textual data, as found in either published
or online sources; (2) the application of various methods of statistical analysis in its own
analytical approaches; and (3) the attainment of various insights into the dating and
copyist-identification of individual manuscripts. The particular focus of this study is on
manuscript materials associated with Fujiwara no Teika, specifically their datings and copyist
attributions, in which task it is greatly aided by the abundance of available resources - above all
by the availability of many discrete manuscripts of the Tale of Genji.
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