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A Dynamic Study of Traditional Chinese Theater: Medium, Spread, Folk
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It was almost impossible for recording an entire copy for an once-only
theatrical performance on stage without modern technology. In this principle, Chinese Opera was
widely disseminated due to its close relationship with the development of modern media in the 20th
century. The performance pamphlets, theater reviews, and other indirect peripheral materials are
inevitably important for theater research.

One of my study purposes is to digitize and archive my collections of theatrical performances
centered around Shanghai since the late 1940s. So far, total 478 digital materials have been
collected, part of them have even been exhibited. Another purpose is an exploration about impacts of
“ performance recording” , such as theater reviews and promotional materials, etc. Through my
translation of the book, The Power of Grassroots, written by Professor Fu Jin, 1 analyze how a “
performance recording” for “ This” show impacts on the "Next" stage in folk theater groups.
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