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Associationism is a central psychological doctrine through the history
of Western culture. It defines the functioning of the human psyche as dynamic associational
processes between ideas in the mind. As this research project has demonstrated, the theory was
redefined in eighteenth-century Britain as a process occurring in the human nervous system. This
physiological development re-established human psychology as an open system linked to the natural
environment via its physical dimensions. Environmental thinkers in the US, in particular,
contributed to this theoretical extension.

Currently the researcher in charge of this project is working on a new translation of William
Wordsworth®s autobiographical work, The Prelude. Through fresh translation and detailed annotation,
the project is aiming at shedding light on how the poet combined the theory"s psychological and
physiological aspects with the organic working of the external natural environment.
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