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U.S. Cultural Diplomacy toward Japan and the Necessity of National Literature:
Creating a National Writer of Faulkner
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This research project verifies the need and significance of "national
literature” in the Cold-War era Japan and the United States, focusing on the political and cultural
role played by the Nobel-prize winner William Faulkner. The research emphatically probes the
creating of a nation-wide popularity of the Southern literature in the US and its aftermath upon
both countries. Faulkner®s anti-communist activities in the 50s depoliticizes the so-called Cold-War

ideology and institutionalizes the US modernism as universal literary style based on humanism. By
giving a critical reconsideration upon the global situation and the need and reception of Faulkner
in both countries, this research reveals how the postwar American literary studies in Japan
redefines Faulkner as a representative of a new national ideal and thus accepts literary (re-)
colonization process prepared by the US postwar ideorogical operation.
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