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This research project began by analyzing creatorshiﬁ in early national
America within the context of the culture of "fame" and "personality." It then proceeded to examine
the systematization of human relationships in the 20th century and eventually evolved into a
discussion on friendship in American individualist society. The "other-directed" mode of
self-fashioning and the associated anxieties about human relationships have commonly been regarded
as issues prevalent among the American middle class in the mid-20th century. However, in this
project, 1 have identified the same problems in their embryonic form in 19th-century texts,
including works by Ralph Waldo Emerson, Henry David Thoreau, Herman Melville, and Henry Adams. I
argue that there exists a continuum between 19th-century American individualist society and the
mid-20th-century network of social capital.
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