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This research aims to discuss white life novels, novels by African American
writers featuring white protagonists, in terms of the historical context of the mid-twentieth
century. Writers such as Frank Yerby and James Baldwin wrote white life novels to challenge the
narrowly-prescribed premise that African-American writers represent their own racial groups and
offer authentic images of their racial identity. This research analyzes how these novels represent
whiteness to go beyond the dominant discourse of racial authenticity that appears to continue to
this day.
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