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This study explored what ‘ biofiction’ , is, and how and when it developed,
consequently aiming to complete a series of studies on ‘ metabiography’ , a new type of biography
emerging from the early twentieth-century modernist * New Biography’ . Through this study, it has
been made clear that * biofiction’ is a literature in which a protagonist is named after an actual
historical figure’ , and that it is different from biography in many ways. Not only does °
biofiction’ include more or less elements of fiction, but that the authors of ‘ biofiction’ aim to

create their own vision of the world by using the subject’ s life while the biographers attempt to
represent the subject’ s life as it was. This study also revealed that the origin of * biofiction’
dates back to the late nineteenth century, and that postmodern biofiction featuring modernist
writers showed its author®s attempt to reproduce the modernist writer®s literary and narrative
techniques as well as representing his/her life.
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Quests for Corvo: Development and Variation of Metabiography from Modernism to the
Present

Introduction Two Types of Metabiography: A Biography about Biographies and a
Biography after Traditional Biography
--Nicolaas A. Rupke, Alexander von Humboldt: A Metabiography (2005)
Chapter 1 The Origin of Metabiography: Modernist "New Biography®
--Lytton Strachey’ s Eminent Victorians (1918)
--Harold Nicolson’ s Some People (1927)
--Virginia Woolf s Orlando (1928) and Flush (1933)
--A. J. A. Symons’ s The CQuest for Corvo: An Experiment in
Biography (1934)
Chapter 2 Postmodern Quests for Corvo (1): Metabiography
--Jean Gattégno, Lewis Carroll: Fragments of a Looking-Glass from
Alice to Zero (1974); Lewis Carroll: une vie
--Andrew Field s Nabokov: His Life in Part (1977)
--lan Hamilton, In Search of J. D. Salinger (1988)
--Eunice Lipton, Alias Olympia: A Woman’ s Search for Manet’ s
Notorious Model & Her Own Desire (1992)
--W. G. Sebald’ s The Emigrants (1996)
--Hermione Lee, Virginia Woolf. (1997)
--Geoff Dyer’ s Out of Sheer Rage: Wrestling with D. H. Lawrence
(1997)
--Richard Holmes' s Footsteps: Adventures of a Romantic Biographer
(1985) and Sidetracks: Explorations of a Romantic Biographer (2000)
--Jonathan Coe’ s recent biography of B. S. Johnson Like a Fiery
Elephant: The Story of B. S. Johnson (2005)
Chapter 3 Postmodern Quests for Corvo (2): Fictional Metabiography /
Metabiographical Fiction
--Henry James’ s The Aspern Papers (1888)
--Julian Barnes’ s Flaubert’ s Parrot (1984)
--A. S. Byatt’ s Possession (1990) and The Biographer’ s Tale (2000)
--Janice Kulyk Keefer’ s Thieves (2003)
--Vassilis Vassilikos, The Few Things 1 Know about Glafkos
Thrassakis (2005)
Chapter 4 Further Development: Biofiction
(1) Henry James
--Emma Tennant, Felony (2002)
--David Lodge, Author, Author (2004)
--Colm Toibin, The Master (2004)
(2) Virginia Woolf
--Michael Cunningham, The Hours (1999)
--David Hare, The Hours (2003)
--Susan Sellers, Vanessa and Virginia (2008)
--Maggie Gee, Virginia Woolf in Manhattan (2014)
(3) D. H. Lawrence--Helen Dunmore, Zennor in Darkness (1994)
(4) Katherine Mansfield--Janice Kulyk Keefer' s Thieves (2003)
(5) James Joyce--Annabel Abbs, The Joyce Girl (2016)
Epilogue Towards Autofiction
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