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The word "sanctuary"™ means not only "sacred space" but also "place of
refuge”. Villa Aurora (Los Angeles, USA) embodies both of these meanings and has played an important
cultural and diplomatic role as a gathering place for writers and artists who were forced to flee
Germany in the 1940s, and since 1995, as one of the residency programs (artist-in-residence) of the

German Foreign Ministry. By focusing on the German literary works produced there, this project
reveals the literary and historical relationship between Germany, the U.S. West Coast, and Asia,
bound by the social energy of the immigrant community of Los Angeles, a city that considers itself a
sanctuary city.
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