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Baif and Vigenere- Hebrew poetics in Sixteenth-century France
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Based on careful reading of important texts on Hebrew poetry written by 16th
century French Hebrew scholars, this research attempts to understand the poetic peculiarities that
16th century French poets found in Hebrew verses, especially in relation to Greek and Latin
classical poetry, and the new concept of "poetry” that emerges from these considerations. It also
tries to analyze the adaptations of Hebrew Psalms by learned poets Jean-Antoine de Baif and Blaise
de Vigenere, fully inspired by "hebraica veritas™, in order to reveal that they deepened, through
these challenging practices, important questions concerning the poetic language as well as the
creation of poetry itself.
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